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ABSTRACT : Discovery of the metals and the means of working them are the two 

major developments in the history of human civilization. The names generally given 

to the three prehistoric periods of man’s life on the earth- the Stone, the Bronze and 

the iron age imply the vast importance of the progressive steps from the flint knife to 

the bronze celt and lastly to the keen-edged elastic iron weapon or tool. 
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LITERATURE 

The history of silver is long and complex. The knowledge of the Indians in the past with specific regard to 

the use of minerals and metals based upon literary evidence. Here we will discuss only the literary evidence of the in 

ancient Indian literature as given in this chapter. 

The term Rajata first occurs in the later Vedic texts. 

The Taittiriya Samhita 

The Yajurveda Samhitas are the prayer books for the adhvaryu priest. The Taittiriya Samhita is the 

representative of the “Block Yajurveda” which consists of four closely interrelated recessions. We find only one 

reference to silver in the Taittiriya Samhita. 

“... The tear that was shed became Silver; therefore silver is not a suitable gift, for it is born of tears 

....“(l.5.l.2). 

The Vajasaneyi Samhita 

It belongs to the white Yajurveda. Mention to lead has been made in two verses. 

(a)  “... That noblest body which is thin, 0 Agni, laid in the lowest deep encased  in silver, etc. Svaha!” 

(5.8). 10 

(b)  “... They, made of silver, gold and lead, are used as helpers in the work ...” (23.37). 

The Atharvaveda 

We come across two references to Rajata. 

 (a)  “... For lengthened life, to last through hundred autumns, they equalize with nine the nine spirations. Three 

in gold, three in silver, three in iron by heat are stablished in their several places.” (V. 28.1). 12 

(b)  “... We pay thee reverence calling thee red power, thee silvery expanse.” 

(XIII 4.51). 

The Aitareya Brahmana 

The Aitareya Brahmana belongs to the Regveda. It is supposed that the last ten sections are of later origin. 

This Brahmãna deals chiefly with the soma sacrifice, besides which, with only the fire sacrifice (Agnihotra) and the 

feast of the consecration of a king (Rajasuya). 

In the Aitareya Brahmana, Rajata is used alone as a substantive to denote ‘silver’. 

“... Seeing it shining, he takes out the fire. At morning time (after sunrise), he may take out the fire when he 

has put silver below it; for this (silver) is of the same nature with the night (representing the splendour of the moon 

and the stars). He shall take out (of the Garhapatya) the Ahavaniya before the shadows are cast together (before it 

has grown completely dark). For the shadow of darkness if death. By means of this light (the silver), he overcomes 

death, which is the shadow of darkness. This is the penance” (vii. 12.2). 

 

The Satapatha Brahmana 

There are several references to silver in the Satapatha Brahmana. A reference suggests the use of silver for 

the manufacture of dishes. “... He then throws down a gold and a silver plate (beneath his feet, the silver one beneath 

the right foot) with ‘Protect (me) from death’! (The gold one beneath the right foot with) ‘Protect (me) from 

lightning’! The Virag, doubtless, is the rain, and of this there are these two terrible forms, lightning and hail; of these 

the gold plate is of the form of lightning, and the silver one of that of hail; against these two deities he affords 


